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That is the reference which will in due course have to be submitted
to the House. If the committee completed its work before the
Expiring Laws Continuance Bill came on, obviously the House
would include the Measure in the Expiring Laws Continuance Bill,
in the light of any report that the committee might make. If
desired, the committee should not be wholly limited to the post-war
period, but that is a matter which can well be discussed when the
Motion for appointing the Select Committee and the terms of reference
are before the House. I think I should prefer to follow the course
I have indicated, because I think it is the normal course. We have
introduced the principle that the Bill should only last for a year,
consequently the House can bring up the point on the Bill; or, if
the reference is questioned, then again on the Motion for appoint-
ment of the committee it will be possible to raise the point, and I
shall have a chance of giving it more consideration, and nothing
will be lost in the meanwhile.
My second submission is this : The House has already given to
a wicked and unworthy Executive, if such there were, immense
powers of wrongdoing, so far as legality is concerned, which.wrong-
doing can only be corrected by turning the Government out by a
hostile vote. I hope I may be allowed to leave the legal aspect and
its tangles for the wider practical considerations which arise. I
think we should be wise to leave it to our Select Committee to tidy
up the present state of confusion and uncertainty and meanwhile
get on with the war, because, although one would hardly think-it,
there is a war on, and life and liberties, and even wider causes, are
hanging in the balance.
Let us, therefore, look at a few simple, non-legal issues which
seem to me, as a layman, relevant to the subject, and which also are
involved in the practical needs of the hour. The first point is this :
A Member of Parliament, when he gives service to the Crown at
this time of mortal conflict, ought to be able to know whether he
is doing right or not. In the White Paper which has been laid
before the House there are a very large number of doubtful or
borderline cases.- The case of the Member for Edgbaston (Mr.
Bennett) stands out. Are we to regard him as a grand constitutional
criminal or not ? I fear that we must if this Bill is not passed.
What is the crime that may be alleged against him ? He was giving
his highly competent service to the Ministry of Aircraft Production
in an executive office as Director-General. He does not take any
remuneration. He does not even draw out-of-pocket or travelling ex-
penses. I am assured that his work is of real value in a sphere which,
we all know is of critical importance. Suddenly a constituency
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